
An Announcement and Invitation: “Faithful and Inclusive” Study on Sundays @ 9:45 AM & 2:00 PM 

Sunday, September 11 @ either 9:45 AM (Sunday School) or 2:00-3:30 PM 

"Faithful and Inclusive."

Pastor Adam 

September-October, 2022 Newsletter 



 Sunday Mornings @ 9:45-10:30 AM in Room 1, starting Sunday, September 4 
Download the App, “the Chosen” (free) and purchase a book ($17) today 

Marie Porter and Rebecca Turner will be leading a Sunday 
School class on the TV series, “the Chosen,” which has received 
much acclaim in the last year and has drawn the attention of 
churches and good ratings of mainstream media. It is series 
about the life of Jesus and his disciples.  This will be an interac-
tive Bible study, and it is expected that participants will have 
watched an episode of the Chosen and have a paperback study 
guide (available for purchase from Marie Porter for $17). The 
App, the Chosen by Angel Studios, is free to download on your 
electronic device. There are eight lessons and corresponding 
filmed episodes to this study.  Each episode is 30 to 40 
minutes.   We will only have 45 minutes class time so I would 
recommend viewing the filmed episodes at home so we can 
spend class time reviewing scriptures and discussion.  There are 
lots of questions for discussion with each lesson. 

Marilyn Hackney has also offered to host people over to her house one day per week on 
Wednesday afternoon. Please reach out to Marie Porter (mfporter40@gmail.com) for books, 
and reach out to Marilyn Hackney (mlh0326@aol.com) about joining with a small group to 
watch the episodes each week.  

Marie and Rebecca look forward to restarting the Jacob Sunday School class and what promis-
es to be a fruitful discussion! 

“THE CHOSEN” TV SERIES AND SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 

CHOIR starts back on Wednesday, September 7 @ 6:00-7:00 PM! 
 

“Faithful and Inclusive” Study  

Sundays @ 9:45-10:30 AM & 2:00-3:30 PM  in the Fellowship Hall, starting Sunday, Septem-
ber 11 and will last for six weeks. 

This 6-week, 6-session video study is written and developed by Rev. Rob Fuquay, UMC pastor 
in Indiana, for congregations to honestly wrestle with Scripture while taking it seriously, hear 
testimonies from LGBTQIA folks, and then have honest discussion in love and in small groups 
about 1) what’s causing so much controversy in the UMC? 2) How are we as Christians to  
understand Scriptures in the OT and NT about homosexual behavior, understand the contexts 
they were written in, while hearing testimonies from Christians who identify as LGBTQIA? And 
3) what is the way forward from here? May the Holy Spirit lead us and help us to wrestle faith-
fully with holy matters, like Jacob who wrestled with a divine being (man? Angel? God?) in the 
dark night of the wilderness only to come up with a blessing when the night was through. May 
we wrestle faithfully, and may we speak the truth in love.  

—Pastor Adam 



“FALLING UPWARD” A BOOK STUDY WITH PASTOR ADAM 

FRIDAYS @ NOON, STARTING SEPTEMBER 9 

Pastor Adam will be leading a book study during September on the 
book, "Falling Upward: a Spirituality for the Two Halves of 
Life." The book is about how our spirituality in the second half of 
life is often different than in the first half of life, when we’re largely 
occupied with trying to gain things: career, family, job, reputation, 
etc. In the second half, we learn there is a deeper spirituality of 
growing closer to God through "letting go” and through our fail-
ings/fallings. We will meet in the fellowship hall on four sessions, 
one Friday per week starting on Friday, September 9 @ noon.  If 
you would like to participate, please purchase your book and join 
us! You are also invited to bring your lunch with you. 
 

New Service! Communion and Prayer Service Every Wednesday 
in the PUMC sanctuary, starting Sept. 7 @ NOON 

Friends, starting Wednesday, September 7, I am inviting you to a new opportunity to gather 
together for a 30-minute prayer and Holy Communion service, starting @ noon. Since we 
are learning to live with COVID, we have moved our Zoom Morning Prayer service to 
Wednesdays @ noon, and each week we will have an opportunity to receive Holy  
Communion and be in prayer with one another. Join us!  
 

In collaboration with the Knights of Columbus at Holy Infant Catholic Church, the Durham 
Senior Center, and the United Methodist Men at PUMC, Octoberfest will be a time of eating 
hot dogs, bratwursts, sides, listening to live music by the “Gray Rock Transit” band, hearing 
a presentation from the Durham Senior Center on programs, services and opportunities that 
they offer, and fellowshipping together. Mark your calendars for Saturday, October 22 from 
4:00-7:00 PM. Everyone in the Parkwood neighborhood, surrounding religious organiza-
tions and churches—everyone—is invited to come!    3 



Parkwood United Methodist Church 
5123 Revere Rd. 

Durham, NC 27713 
Office phone: 919-544-1078, Pastor’s E-mail: adam.benson@nccumc.org 

September-October Birthdays: Jan Schwarze (9/10), Cassandra Randall (9/18), Arabella 
Wilson (9/22), Bev Whitmore (9/27), Rick Clanton (10/6), Katie Benson (10/7), Janie Henderson 

(10/15) Meghan Benson (10/17), Mike Marlowe (10/17), Frank Stephans (10/18), Betsy Newlin 
(10/21), Ann Farmer (10/24), Mike Billau (10/29), Desiree Davis-Omburo (10/30) 

Anniversaries: Jan and Herb Schwarze (9/9) 

Worship Volunteers September-October: 

Connecting with Parkwood Elementary—How to Volunteer: 
�� First, you need to fill out the volunteer form @ dpsnc.net 

�� Mentor, tutor, or read with a child 

�� Sit with a child at lunch and be a companion 

�� Volunteer in the library 

�� Do a school supplies drive at the beginning and middle of the year 

�� “Cooking with grandma”—come and teach kids how to bake 

�� Chaperone on field trips 

�� Proctors during Testing 
�� If you have an account with Harris Teeter, connect your account with Parkwood Elementary’s 

School Code: 2084. When you buy groceries, the school will receive a donation  

�� Join Parkwood Elementary PTA or Durham PTA 

�� Teachers and staff very much appreciate baked goods/food offered as a gift in the staff lounge 
�� If you have questions or other ideas, email Pastor Adam at adam.benson@nccumc.org or  

Shanaye at Shanaye_Ellison@dpsnc.net 
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9/4 
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9/11 
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9/25 
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Pam Skid-
more Rebecca Turner Autumn Boyer 

Brenda and 
Frank 

Andrew and 
Rachel Marie Porter 

Jan 
Schwarze 

10/9 
Jan 
Schwarze n/a 
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