BELIEVE…BELONG…SERVE…
The Newsletter of Parkwood United Methodist Church
Serving Parkwood for 50years

Jesus came into Galilee announcing
God’s good news, saying, “Now is the
time! Here comes God’s kingdom!
Change your hearts and lives, and trust
this good news!”
Mark 1:14-15

April, 2012

How would you like to be 30 forever?
Too late? No, not really. At the very heart of the Christian faith is our belief in the
resurrection of Jesus. The Bible tells us we'll one day be resurrected just like him!
In 1 Corinthians 15, the Apostle Paul writes, “If there is no resurrection of the
dead, then Christ has not been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, then your
faith is useless and you are still guilty of your sins. If our hope in Christ is only
for this life, we are more to be pitied than anyone in the world. But in fact, Christ
has been raised from the dead. And all who belong to Christ will be raised when
he comes back. What kind of bodies will they have? Our earthly bodies are
planted in the ground when we die, but they will be raised to live forever. Our
bodies are buried in brokenness, but they will be raised in glory. They are buried
in weakness, but they will be raised in strength. It will happen in a moment, in the blink of an eye, when the last
trumpet is blown. Our dying bodies must be transformed into bodies that will never die.” So let’s think about
this…
Will someone who dies at 100 with a body that’s wasted away live that way for eternity? Will someone who
dies at the tender age of 3 live with a 3-year-old body for eternity? Will someone who has lost a leg to diabetes
live that way for eternity? Of course not! Scientists tell us that our bodies continue to mature until the age of 30;
then they begin to deteriorate. Can I get a witness? I personally believe that we will be raised from the dead
with resurrection bodies that are fully mature the way God intended them to be without deterioration, disease or
disfigurement! I believe that I will live in that 30-year-old body for eternity with God and the ones I love! I
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believe that I will be reunited with the four children I lost after conception through miscarriage! I believe I will
be reunited with my parents as they were in the prime of their lives!
This hope of the resurrection is what Easter Sunday is all about! Jesus has triumphed over death and the grave.
Jesus holds the keys to death and Hell! (Revelation 1:18) “I know that my Redeemer lives, and he will stand
upon the earth at last. And after my body has decayed, yet in my body I will see God! I will see him for myself.
Yes, I will see him with my own eyes.” (Job 19:25-27) Pastor Bob

SPIRITUAL OPPORTUNITIES
The Seekers Class
Beginning Sunday March 4, the Seekers Class will start the Lenten Study: Final Words from the Cross
by Adam Hamilton. Please join us. The books will be available this Sunday.

the Jacob Class
“Dear and Glorious Physician” is a book written many years ago by Taylor Caldwell. Fictionally,
she explored the life and times of Luke.
the Jacob class is exploring the works of Luke biblically. Won’t you join us as we study the book of
Luke; his Gospel in the New Testament and, in the future, the book of Acts.
All you need is your Bible. the Jacob class meets at 9:30 in room 1

SPRING CLEANING SAFETY
__________________________________________________________________________________________
With winter releasing its grip and finally turning to spring, many of us will open our doors and windows
and shake the dust from our homes. When engaging in “spring cleaning”, it is important to do so safely. It
is also important to remember there are other areas besides just the baseboards and under the couch
that can contribute to a safer and healthier home.
¾ A clean air system is vital to home health. Remember to change air filters and vacuum accessible
air ducts and vents.
¾ This is especially important with humidifiers and dehumidifiers, which are ripe for mold issues.
¾ Check your medicine cabinet and discard expired or unknown medication. Be sure to always
secure medication in a high and/or locked space to keep them away from children.
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¾ Check your garage or other storage areas for potentially toxic or flammable wastes---things like
old paint, solvents and pesticides.
¾ Eliminating these can not only clear up space but avoid fire issues and keep them away from kids.
Call your local sanitation department for the best ways to get rid of household hazardous
materials.
¾ Remember to change the batteries in all smoke detectors.
¾ This is also a great opportunity to update your Emergency Contact Phone Numbers.
¾ Review home safety plans such as where your family will meet if there is a fire and what to do if
there is severe weather.

Safety Reminders
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
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Use a two strap dust mask when cleaning out dusty areas, especially if
you have allergies.
Use proper lifting techniques when moving heavy objects, such
as furniture. Ask for help it you need it!
Do not step on the top step of a ladder when painting or cleaning out
gutters.
Wear rubber gloves when working with harsh cleaning solvents to protect
your hands.
Keep children away from heavy machinery, especially lawn care
equipment
Always wear eye and ear protection when using machines like lawn
mowers and weed eaters.

The Friday Nite Movie Is Honored To Present:

Paper Clips
April 20, 2012 @ 7:30 pm

Previews of Coming Attractions*
May
4th
June
1st
July
6th
August
3rd
September 7th
October 5th
November 2nd
December 7th
*subject to change
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the Lion King
Laura
Book of Ruth
Casablanca
Soul Surfer
Abbott and Costello Meet Frankenstein
She Wore a Yellow Ribbon
Miracle on 34th Street

1994
1944
2009
1942
2011
1948
1949
1947

Membership News
At the March meeting, the Leadership Team approved the purchase of
new software for our membership tracking. This software will provide
the church with many more functions which we have not had in the
past. As our membership secretary, I will spend a lot of time updating
records in the new software and I will be asking for more information
from you as members of our church family. Please help me by
providing the information in a timely manner. With this new software, we will be able to identify our
talents and interests and send emails to targeted groups, such as the choir, the UMW, and the UMM,
from the office computer. We will also be able to generate our mailing lists and directories -- yes, even a
photo directory -- very easily.
Margaret Eiland

Tickle My Funny Bone
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TheApril United Methodist Men’s meeting will be held on April 17 th at 8:00 am
at the Golden Corral on Hwy. 55.

Knit, Purl, Pray
If you are an experienced knitter/crochet, beginner or a novice; you are welcome. We all have our
own level of expertise and love to share.
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
2nd & 4th Saturday of the Month

Altar Flowers
For just $10.00 I can make lovely flower arrangement for the church. I would be glad to help you
do the same if you would just call me. Trader Joe’s has lovely, very reasonably priced flowers and
I would be glad to buy them and put them in a nice vase ( yours or one from the church) for
about $10.00. I think fresh flowers make our church look even more special. Please consider my
offer.
Thanks, Betty Byrd, Phone 544-1380
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PUMC YOUTH

The youth have done many things this month and have more coming for a long time. Having the
youth group has brought the kids together more. We mean we are either at his house or her house and
we have a blast. We are spending more time together as a group than as individuals.
One of the things we did on March 10 was we went to a high ropes course. We had so much fun. We
helped each other come through the obstacles we had to do. We laughed and we cried but we still did it
and had fun. For some of us we overcame our fears and had our friends there to support us.
On March 24 the Youth had a car wash. More details will come about the outcome of this event.
Don’t forget that the Youth is hosting the Annual Easter egg hunt for Parkwood. This will be held at the
Church on April 7 at 10:00am. This is for kids ages 1-10.
Thank you so much for all the donations of candy and plastic eggs! The youth has had fun filling the
eggs and are excited to see how many kids come to this event to learn about our Church and our Youth
Group.
The youth group is raising money for a youth retreat in May. We are hoping that the proceeds from the
car wash will be enough but any donations will be greatly appreciated.
The youth are working on TRUST! Trust God and Trust each other. They have been doing several
activities that test their fears and Trust.
THANK YOU for all you do to support us! We have the best congregation!!!!!
Love and Blessings;
Beth, Hope, Rebecca, Tiffany and our newest member Michelle
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Birthdays
Jimmy Layman 4-4
Courtney Clark 4-7
Caroline Mitchell 4-9
Betty Byrd 4-12
Christopher Mitchell 4-13
Susan Oglesby 4-14
Cameron Clark 4-18
Nathan Moore 4-20
Anniversaries
Send birthdays and anniversaries to crabbyron@yahoo.com

Adult and Youth Choir Opportunities

The Chancel Choir meets weekly on Wednesdays from 7:30-9:00 PM and the Youth
Choir (age’s K-high school) meets weekly on Sundays from 9:30-10:00 AM. Both choirs
rehearse in the sanctuary and all are welcome to join at any time!

SMALL WORLD UPDATES:
Greetings to All! Small World has been a busy group this year. Just
look at our halls! The numbers may be small but the work is BIG!
Registration has begun for the 2012-2013 year and the phone has been
ringing off the hook. We have already received several confirmed
registrations and have many more coming in as the days go by.
So if you know anyone looking for a part-time preschool, please let
them know. We are filling up our spaces quickly.
We want to thank all of you for your continued support to our school. We hope you continue to
enjoy all the wonderful art work our students provide in our hallways.
Love and Blessings,
Dianne Mitchell
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Parkwood United Methodist Women

The Parkwood UMW met on Thursday, March 22, at the home of Margaret
Th
Eilan Marietta Abbott served as co-hostess for this meeting. Before we began
Eiland.
our
program,
progra we shared our joys and concerns. Continued prayers are needed for
Edna, an
and Emily as well as Ron and Betty Byrd and Judy and Jim Roseberry. They
Susan,
are
ddealing
li with
it serious health issues. We were pleased that Geri is continuing to make
progress, and that Wayne Abbott seems to be on the mend. We are also pleased that we received a
generous donation of a refrigerator from RTI through the efforts of Mike Schwarze. Thanks also to
Jimmy Layman and Mike Dubé for picking it up and moving it into our pantry. We are aware that we
have a bit of work to do to complete the pantry, and we hope to complete the project this year. Because
of a recent treatment Susan was unable to attend this meeting, and vice president Florine Layman led the
meeting.
Our Easter program entitled “The Empty Egg” was presented by Emily and Margaret, with all members
joining in the closing unison prayer. Charlotte shared some of the missions that were highlighted in the
Prayer Calendar for March:
x A camp for disabled children in Arkansas
x A program to train women to be tailors in The Sudan
x Helping a small town in Kentucky obtain clean water
x A village in the Congo where a UMW skills workshop helped woman develop sewing and
knitting skills
Natalie brought a Response moment about “Second Chances”. She shared a story of a woman that had
experienced many losses, and by entering a program called “First Steps” she was able to regain a normal
life. The program is part of a United Methodist community house in Grand Rapids, MI. It was founded
in 1902 and has continued to serve its community by changing according to the needs of the area. All of
the programs presented by Charlotte and Natalie receive support from the money pledged by UMW all
over the world.
Minutes from the February meeting were approved. Pat gave the treasurer’s report and shared
information about “Continuing in Love,” a NC Conference UMW project for honoring others with a gift
to missions. Details will be posted on the bulletin board, and members present received a flyer.
We rated our St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon a success. Many thanks to Marietta for chairing this project!
The next meeting will be Thursday, April 26, at the home of Jan Schwarze.

9

What Makes April Special?
What makes April Special? Dogwood darting throughout the
forest, along the streets and in the gardens. The dew
glistening like miniture diamonds on the grass; wild violets
springing up and dancing among the dandelions. She dresses
the earth in splendor by sending the nuturing rain to every
tree, shrub and flower.
In April a magnificent sight to see is the cardinal sitting in the
dogwood tree. There is no prettier hue that the cardinal
making its debut.
Miss april you are the best; you pass the test. You open the
door to Lady Spring.
Submitted by a member of the PUMC who wishes to remain anonymous

FROM FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY:
Marybeth Thielke posted her story on our
Facebook page. Be encouraged!
My husband and I married young in 2008. A week
later, we became youth pastors and soon became
pregnant with our first child. We made some bad
financial decisions that year. An older friend
promised us some of his inheritance money, and
the idea of becoming wealthy quickly turned our
hearts from what God had called us to. We sold
the car we'd received from our church, got a loan
on a new car, and told our employer we were
"praying" about leaving.
Late September 2009, I was about a week away
from having the baby. We were at the hospital
visiting the friend who had promised us the
money, which he still hadn't received. My
husband suddenly left the room. I didn't think
anything of it, until he didn't come back. I said my
goodbyes and found him in the waiting room. He
said he had become lightheaded after seeing the
drainage tube on our friend's neck. As he walked
down the hallway, he lost vision in both eyes.
My husband is definitely the Nerd, and he was
very good about planning and not being loose
with money. Through tears I explained that I'd
rather spend a million dollars to find out he's okay
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than to not go in and have something be terribly
wrong just because we didn't want to waste the
money. He finally agreed to go to the emergency
room.
When the doctor said, "There's a two-centimeter
mass in his brain," my husband was speechless. I
just kissed his face, crying, and kept repeating,
"Oh honey, I love you, oh honey ..." When the
doctor handed me the discharge sheet with the
words "brain tumor" on the top, I was sick to my
stomach.
On October 3, Trevor underwent a six-hour
surgery to remove the tumor, which we later
found out was actually touching the brain stem.
Our surgeon was confident he removed every
trace. We clung to each other and Jesus through it
all. There was no other option. We were terrified
and needed a rock. I opted to have a C-section one
day before my due date so Trevor could be there
for the birth of his son. We were patients at the
same time and were actually discharged on the
same day.
After leaving the hospital, we grieved over the
fact that we'd lost sight of our love for the Lord.
We were reeling with a newborn and bills pouring
in. We didn't even open them. Pile after pile sat on
our kitchen table. We had been denied the

possibility of staying on as youth pastors. We
were looking for a house and health insurance,
and we had signed up for government aid. We
were both jobless for three months after surgery
… at the very bottom.
That's when a friend from another church called
one night and offered to pay our way through a
class called Financial Peace University. I had
never heard of it, but I knew this was what God
wanted us to do. The class not only brought us
hope, but also tools to help us start over, a
community of believers who encouraged us, and a
trust in God to get out from under debt.
We had over $40,000 in debt and over 20
individual payments to make. Two years later, on
one income, with two babies and one on the way,
we paid off all of our debt but the very last one.
Over the course of two years, we've paid off
$27,000 of debt on a gross income of $20,000
each year. With our very last debt in deferment
and the possibility of using all those monthly
payments towards it, we should be debt-free this
time next year.
What else can we say other than God is so good?
PALM PARADE FOR CHILDREN: Kids lead
the way in our annual Palm Sunday procession at
Parkwood United Methodist Church on Palm
Sunday, April 1 at 11am!

FREE COMMUNITY EASTER EGG HUNT:
Children ages 1-10 are invited to join in the fun
(supervised by their parents) at 10am on Saturday,
April 7 at Parkwood United Methodist Church.
There will be candy, prizes and games! Our youth
are hosting this event.
HOLY THURSDAY SUPPER: Commemorate
Jesus’ Last Supper with a simple meal at
Parkwood United Methodist Church on Thursday,
April 5 at 6:15pm. Those participating are asked
to bring a simple food like bread, cheese, fruit and
grape juice to share with others. Following the
meal, the Holy Communion will be celebrated.
GOOD FRIDAY BY CANDLE-LIGHT: This
spare but beautiful meditation on the seven last
words of Christ is the perfect way to remember
Jesus’ great sacrifice for us on the cross. Worship
begins at 7pm on Friday, April 6 at Parkwood
United Methodist Church and ends in silence
before 8pm.
EASTER CELEBRATION: Come celebrate the
resurrection of Jesus from the grave at sunrise
(6:30) on Sunday, April 8 at Parkwood United
Methodist Church! A short worship service will
be followed by breakfast at Beneti's. Our regular
worship will begin at 11am.
PHONE CHAIN: If you do not have e-mail and
would like to be notified by phone of critical
events in the life of our congregation, please give
your number to Henrietta Chimelis at 806-1116

Believe.....Belong.....Serve… is usually published on the 30th / 31st of the month.
Please have all newsletter information to Ron Byrd at ronsphotos@msn.com
By the 25th of the month
“Count your Blessings, not your Burdens.”
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Great Preachers From The Past……
Dr. B. R. Lakin
I first heard of Dr. B. R. Lakin from a preacher friend I was preaching for in South
Kentucky. He insisted that we hurry to his home after the morning service so we
could hear Dr. Lakin’s Sunday sermon on radio. (That was before the days of
television).
When we reached the pastor’s home, he turned on the radio, and we listened in
silence while Dr. Lakin preached. When he finished preaching, I remember saying,
“That is the greatest preacher I have ever heard preach.”
A short time later I went to Indianapolis to hear Dr. Lakin preach on the early
morning broadcast called, The Nation’s Family Prayer Period. I was fascinated by the
professional way the broadcast was conducted. Mrs. E. Howard Cadle sang the
opening theme, “Ere you left your room this morning, did you think to pray?” Then
Buford, the Cadle’s son, stepped to the microphone, greeted the audience, and announced the song his
mother was going to sing. When her song ended, Buford said, “And now, ladies and gentlemen, here is your
friend and mine, Dr. B. R. Lakin.” He stepped aside and Dr. Lakin stepped to the microphone, confident,
relaxed, and professional. In about eight minutes he greeted the audience and preached as only he could
preach on radio.
After that I saw Dr. Lakin often and we became good friends. I probably came to know him better than any
other preacher. He preached for me at least twice in what he called his “One Night Revivals.” On both
occasions we had great crowds and blessed results. He had me to fly my plane that was equipped with a
powerful loud speaker to Indianapolis and announce that he was going to preach in an open air service.
In 1952 Dr. Lakin resigned as pastor of Cadle Tabernacle to go into full-time evangelism. He also gave up his
daily ministry on The Nation’s Family Prayer Period which was aired nationwide from the tabernacle. I had him
for his first revival after he left the tabernacle. After that I had him hold several meetings in churches I
pastored. I arranged a county-wide meeting for him at the fairgrounds in Harrodsburg, Kentucky. I had him in
a large tent revival in Lexington, and he had me to come to Dayton, Ohio and preach in a tent revival he was
holding there.
I persuaded Dr. Lakin to put some of his sermons on long-play albums and produced several of them. I also
reprinted some of the books he had written.
In 1954 I took Dr. Lakin on his first trip to the Holy Land. We roomed together on the month-long tour of
fifteen countries. I had never been with Dr. Lakin for an extended period before that, and I thought that in
three or four days he would run out of anything humorous to say. I was mistaken. He never repeated himself
during the month we were together, and at the end of the month, he was as fresh as he had been in the
beginning. His humor was natural. It flowed like an ever-flowing stream.
Dr. B. R. Lakin was born in Wayne County, West Virginia, June 5, 1901. He went to be with the Lord, March 15,
1984. The house where he was born, near where Big Hurricane Creek joins the Big Sandy River, still stands.
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